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What we did…

Black Victorians
Hidden Histories

History (with cross-curricular links to English and PSHE)

Learning Intentions:
Identify who the Black Victorians were and describe their roles in 
Victorian society.
Understand that Black people were present in Britain long before 
the Windrush generation.
Recognise the achievements and contributions of Black Victorians, 
challenging common stereotypes.
Use historical enquiry skills to examine images, texts, and sources.
Reflect on why some stories have been left out of mainstream 
history.



We learnt about James Francis Durham who is 
remembered as one of the first recorded Africans 
to serve in the British Army. He lived at the end of 
the Victorian period and became a trumpeter in 
a British cavalry regiment. Even though life was 
difficult for many Africans at that time, James 
showed bravery and skill, earning respect from 
the soldiers he worked with. His story helps us 
learn about the important roles people of African 
heritage have played in British history.





Read our fact files to find out about Alice Kinloch


