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What we did…
Me and my Drum

Stoneydown parent, Gavin Marsh, led a 
fabulous drumming workshop for each of 

our Year 2 classes.  He taught them to 
play a steady beat on a djembe drum, 
identify and perform simple rhythmic 
patterns, understand tempo (speed of 

music) and volume range.  

Having mastered these skills through 
practice sessions in class, each class 
created and performed a traditional 

short group rhythm which you can see in 
the videos on the following pages.

The djembe drum
The djembe drum originated in West Africa, likely 
among the Mandinka people in what is now Mali, 
around the 12th century. It played a significant role 
in the social and ceremonial life of the Mali Empire 
and has been central to rituals, celebrations, and 
storytelling for generations. The name itself comes 
from a Bamana phrase "Anke djé, anke bé", meaning 
"everyone gather together in peace”, which reflects 
its purpose of bringing people together.

https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&sa=X&sca_esv=be9bcadcc598f779&biw=1920&bih=911&q=Mali+Empire&ved=2ahUKEwjxzcuqqPGQAxW2UUEAHdXcMo0QxccNegQILhAB&mstk=AUtExfDHd-pBTm8QVq7xElhIF7j7CFm7pWAicaf-TyPWYAsrBUs6wOZOPZ8768zvCg6Rh92DoSYs4KQHB7ZZUFiIRNrJlf-x82tk0kBHTG-cFS45JXcSZ1tij7SDJOxJ5ZDgKFE&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&sa=X&sca_esv=be9bcadcc598f779&biw=1920&bih=911&q=Bamana&ved=2ahUKEwjxzcuqqPGQAxW2UUEAHdXcMo0QxccNegQILxAB&mstk=AUtExfDHd-pBTm8QVq7xElhIF7j7CFm7pWAicaf-TyPWYAsrBUs6wOZOPZ8768zvCg6Rh92DoSYs4KQHB7ZZUFiIRNrJlf-x82tk0kBHTG-cFS45JXcSZ1tij7SDJOxJ5ZDgKFE&csui=3


Drumming workshop lead by Stoneydown parent 
Gavin Marsh

Chiffchaff Class



Chiffchaff drumming workshop



Chiffchaff Class drummers
Click below to view the video.

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Ix5YLG-O1hcz8xjZmtFlG5AzIyIwiBe9/preview


Drumming workshop lead by Gavin Marsh

Teal Class

Click below to view the video.

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1mOpW0g_rbOIunxLb1vQmRcHsfZLBzj11/preview


Teal Class drummers
Click below to view the video.

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1_u58m5YvHHf00QNbsQPuzirSIEF3L19T/preview


Jay Class

Click below to view the video.

Jay Class drummers

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1cgI-0qkQijG-P-q30le654NucPSTkeYM/preview

