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What did we do?

We explored themes of identity, family and 
culture through our Black History learning.

The children began to understand that our 
world is full of people, places and traditions 
that are wonderfully varied.

The activities nurtured a sense of pride in 
who they are and an appreciation for others. 
Values that we’ll continue to weave through 
our play and learning all year round.



Handa’s Surprise
We enjoyed the much loved story of Handa’s 
Surprise by Eileen Browne.

The children followed Handa’s journey 
through Kenya and discovered the wonderful 
fruits she carried in her basket.

We tasted each fruit from the story, talking 
about textures, smells and flavours.

The children shared their favourites and gave 
feedback - mango and pineapple were big 
hits!

The activities encouraged adventurous 
eating, descriptive language and a curiosity 
about life in another part of the world.



Fruit Tasting

It’s Juicy, 
juicy, juicy!

It’s sweet!



My Hair by Hannah Lee

Inspired by this beautiful story the children 
celebrated what makes each of us unique. 

They shared their own experiences, talked about 
different hairstyles and texture, and created 
colourful “wool hair faces” using beads, ribbons, 
feathers and yarns.

We took part in some impromptu hair salon 
roleplay. It was full of imaginative chatter and 
gossip alongside some pretty convincing hair 
styling!

The activities built confidence, language and a 
respect for difference. 



“Wool hair faces” 
As unique as each child


