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Stoneydown Park Primary School 

Religious Education Policy 

 

 
Introduction 

Stoneydown Park Primary School is made up of staff and pupils who originate from many nationalities, 

cultures and faith groups. As a school we aim to celebrate this diversity and offer a welcoming and inclusive 

environment for all our pupils, including new arrivals and non-native English speakers. 

 

We believe that religious education provides an opportunity to celebrate and foster awareness of these 

differences within our school and the wider world. It is a subject that celebrates diversity and challenges 

stereotypes. 

 

Rationale 

Religious education can provide a rich and wide range of experiences inside and outside the classroom, which 

give pupils opportunities to develop concepts, and skills that will help them to make sense of their own 

experiences and beliefs, and to understand the beliefs and practices of members of faith communities. 

 

Learning about religion includes inquiry into investigation of the nature of religion, its key beliefs and 

teachings, practices, their impacts on the lives of believers and communities, and the varying ways in which 

these are expressed. Pupils learn to communicate their knowledge and understanding using specialist 

vocabulary. It also includes identifying and developing an understanding of ultimate questions and ethical 

issues. 

 

Learning from religion is concerned with developing pupils’ reflection on and response to their own 

experiences and their learning about religion. It develops pupils’ skills of application, interpretation and 

evaluation of what they learn about religion, particularly to questions of identity and belonging, questions of 

meaning and values and commitments. 

 

It is a statutory requirement that schools teach religious education as prescribed by the locally agreed 

syllabus. The RE syllabus may be viewed upon request. 

Parents have the right to withdraw their pupils from Religious Education. Parents who choose to withdraw 

their children from Religious Education lessons are required to state this in writing to the school. 

 

Aim 

 

Our aims for RE are threefold and are taken from the Waltham Forest Primary Schools RE Syllabus (2021). 
 

1. Know about and understand a range of religions and world views, so that they can: 
 

• describe, explain and analyse beliefs and practices, recognising the diversity which exists within and 

between communities and amongst individuals 
• identify, investigate and respond to questions posed, and responses offered, by some of the sources of 

wisdom found in religions and worldviews  
• appreciate and appraise the nature, significance and impact of different ways of life and ways of expressing 

meaning.  
 



Stoneydown Park RE and Collective Worship Policy 

February 2025 
 

2. Express ideas and insights about the nature, significance and impact of religions and worldviews, so that 

they can: 
 

• Explain, using reasoned arguments, their ideas about how beliefs, practices and forms of expression 

influence individuals and communities  
• express with increasing discernment their personal reflections and critical responses to questions and 

teachings about identity, diversity, meaning and value, including ethical issues • appreciate and appraise 

varied dimensions of religion. 
 

3. Gain and deploy the skills needed to engage seriously with religions and worldviews, so that they can: 
 

• investigate key concepts and questions of belonging, meaning, purpose and truth, responding creatively 
• enquire into what enables different individuals and communities to live together respectfully for the 

wellbeing of all  
• articulate clearly beliefs, values and commitments in order to explain why they may be important in their 

own and other people’s lives.  
 

 

 

Teaching and Learning in RE 

The above aims are achieved by following the Borough’s scheme of work, adapted to suit the ability and 

aptitude of the pupils. 

 

To ensure pupils have an in depth knowledge of major world religions, certain faiths are focussed on at 

different points through the school (Appendix 1):  

 

Key Stage 1 – Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Judaism, Buddhism and Sikhism. 
 

Key Stage 2 - Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, Sikhism, Buddhism and Humanism. 

 

We employ a wide range of learning methods in our teaching of RE. 

These include:- 
● Visiting local places of worship and receiving visitors from faith communities; 
● Using art, music, philosophy for children and drama; 
● Pupils experiencing times of quiet reflection to develop their own thoughts and ideas; 
● Using stories, pictures, DVDs, photographs and artefacts; 
● Developing the use of ICT in helping pupils’ awareness of religions and beliefs. 

 

Wherever possible, links are made between Religious Education and other curriculum subjects, in particular 

History and PSHE to understand how people of the past and people living now have allowed religion to shape 

their lives. 

 

 

Collective worship 

At Stoneydown Primary School, collective worship is set within the context of ‘moments of reflection’ every 

day. The aim of this is to provide the opportunity for children’s spirituality to be developed and expressed.  

 

Inclusion 

Inclusion and differentiation for pupils with SEN and EAL are taken into account in our planning and teaching 

as they are in all areas of the curriculum. Within the teaching of RE, we make the most of opportunities to 

help the pupils develop their sensitivity to relevant issues such as refugees and religious fasting, and to 

develop positive attitudes towards themselves and others. 
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Recording and Assessment 

Work may be recorded in a variety of ways such as writing, discussion/debate, art, poetry, drama and music. 

Where no written work or visual art is produced, teachers may provide photographs or SeeSaw submissions 

(including audio recordings of group debates/discussions) as evidence. 

In Key Stages 1 and 2, assessment in RE is ongoing and is carried out via teacher judgement and knowledge of 

the children. Pupils’ progress is assessed against the level descriptors in the Waltham Forest Agreed Syllabus. 

Assessment criteria are drawn from the ‘key question’ approach (outlined in the syllabus and scheme of 

learning), ensuring they are suitable and specific for each year group and topic. Assessment may include 

listening to pupils’ questions and responses; asking pertinent questions to elicit pupils’ understanding and 

marking, focusing on the success criteria. Pupils are given feedback through evaluation, marking and 

discussion of work. 

 

Monitoring 

The teaching, assessing and resourcing of Religious Education is monitored by the Humanities Co-ordinator. 

The Co-ordinator attends training and professional development, and organises INSET where necessary. RE 

monitoring may include lesson ‘drop ins’, book scrutinies and discussions with pupils. 

 

Resources 

We encourage the use of a wide range of resources to enrich pupils’ learning. These can be books (including 

Ebooks available digitally to staff), DVDs, music, artefacts and access to websites on the internet. Resources 

are stored in clearly labelled boxes in the RE cupboard which staff have easy access to. 

 

Appendix 1: RE Overview 

 

YEAR GROUP AUTUMN 1 AUTUMN 2 SPRING 1 SPRING 2 SUMMER 1 SUMMER 2 
1 Christianity:: 

Who is a 

Christian and 

what do they 

believe? 

 

Christianity: 

Christmas, Gifts 

and Giving  

Judaism, 

Christianity and 

Islam: What 

makes some 

places sacred? 

Christianity: 

What is Easter? 
Judaism, 

Christianity and 

Islam: What 

does it mean to 

belong to a faith 

community 

Christianity: 

How do we care 

for others and 

our world? 

2 Islam: Who is 

a Muslim and 

what do they 

believe? 

Christmas: Why 

is light 

important at 

Christmas? 

Judaism: Who is 

Jewish and 

what do Jewish 

people believe? 

Christianity: 

What can we 

remember 

about the 

Easter story? 

Judaism, 

Christianity & 

Islam: What can 

we learn from 

sacred books? 

 

Christianity, 

Islam and 

Judaism: How 

should we care 

for others and 

our world & why 

does it matter? 

3 Hinduism, 

Christianity & 

Islam: What 

do different 

people 

believe about 

God? 
 

Christianity: 

The Nativity 

 

Christianity: 

Why is the Bible 

important for 

Christians 

today? 

 

Christianity: 

Good Friday 

 

Hinduism, 

Christianity & 

Islam: Why do 

people pray? 

Christianity: 

What does it 

mean to be a 

Christian in 

Britain today? 
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4 Christianity & 

Hinduism: 

Why are 

festivals 

important to 

religious 

communities? 

Festival of lights 

Electricity/celeb

rations 

RE as part of 

topic 

 

 

Christianity, 

Judaism and 

Hinduism: Why 

do some people 

think that life is 

like a journey 

and what 

significant  

experiences 

mark this? 

Christianity: 

Why is Jesus 

inspiring to 

some people? 
 

Hinduism: What 

does it mean to 

be a Hindu? 

Christianity, 

Judaism and 

Humanism: 

What can we 

learn from 

religions about 

deciding what is 

right and 

wrong? 

5 Buddhism: 

Who is a 

Buddhist and 

what do they 

believe? 
 

Christianity: 

What is the true 

meaning of 

Christmas? 

Christianity and 

Humanism: Why 

do some people 

believe God 

exists? 
 

Christianity: Can 

Christians live 

by the values 

that Jesus did in 

the 21st 

Century? 

Christianity, 

Hinduism & 

Judaism: If God 

is everywhere, 

why go to a 

place of 

worship? 

 

Islam: What 

does it mean to 

be a Muslim in 

Britain today? 

6 Humanism: 

What is 

humanism? 
 

 

Christmas: What 

is the full 

Christmas story 

and what 

impact does this 

have on how 

Christians 

celebrate 

Christmas today 

Christianity, 

Hinduism & 

Humanism: 

What do 

religions say to 

us when life 

gets hard? 

 

Christianity & 

Islam: Is it 

better to 

express your 

beliefs in art & 

architecture or 

charity & 

generosity? 

Christianity & 

Humanism: 

What matters 

most to 

Christians & 

Humanists? 
 

Christianity, 

Hinduism & 

Islam: What 

difference does 

it make to 

believe in 

ahimsa 

(harmlessness), 

grace and/or 

ummah 

(community) 

 


