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Age Range 

 
Stoneydown accepts children from the 3 – 11 age range.  
 
How do I get to see the school? 
 
Contact the school office on 0208 520 7026/020 8521 3839 and we will make you an 
appointment to look round the school and meet with the Head Teacher. Every year, 
there are scheduled sessions for prospective Reception parents: these are listed on the 
school website calendar. 
 
The Nursery 
 
Nursery Hours 
 
The Nursery has a mix of part-time places (either mornings or afternoons), and some full-
time places. 
 
Part-time: 
 
08:45 – 11:45 or 12:45 – 15:45 
 
Full time: 
 
Monday to Thursday  
08:45– 15:45 
 
Friday 
08:45 – 11:45 (the whole day is available – there is a charge for the afternoon session) 
 
Parents will be asked to give a preference with regards to the session options when they 
apply for a place. Account will be taken of any preference for session options expressed 
by parents; however, preferences are not guaranteed and places will be allocated subject 
to availability. 
  

Nursery Open Days 
 
All children will be invited to visit the Nursery for a play visit before they actually start. This 
will involve the child to a 1 hour visit which must be accompanied by the child’s main carer.   
 
Each visit will give parents/carers the opportunity to discuss their child’s development and 
raise any concerns or specific dietary or learning needs.  
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How Do I Get a Place in the Nursery? 
 
To apply for a Nursery place, please fill in an application form; these are available from 
the school office. When your child is 3 years old and one month, we will ring you as soon 
as a place becomes available. 
 
Parents are then given five days to accept the offer. After this time, if no acceptance is 
received or the offer is declined, the place will become vacant and it will be offered to 
the next child in priority order. This process will continue until all places are full or all 
children on the ‘waiting list' have been offered places. 
 
Criteria for Allocating Nursery Places 
 
Priority is given on the following basis: 
 

a) Looked-after children or children ‘at risk’ 
b) Having an Education Health Care Plan of Special Educational Needs or medical 

condition. 
c) Whether they have a sibling in the school 
d) Proximity to the school 
e) If none of the above apply, priority would be given to those at the top of the 

waiting list 
 
As part of the process, the Head Teacher will take into account any specific cognitive, 
physical or language needs of the child as well as family circumstances. Advice may be 
given by the Health Visitor or Social Services.  
 
The school’s management team reserves the right to refuse a child a place in the Nursery 
if it is not in the best interests of the child or the school is unable to meet their needs. 
Parents have the right to appeal this decision, as outlined below. 
 
Parents who accept a place will be expected to commit to taking up the place for the rest 
of the academic year. 
 
The offer of a Nursery place does not mean automatic entitlement for the child to a place 
in the main school. 
 
How Do I Get a Place in Reception? 
 
Admissions information can be found on the Waltham Forest council website. 
Applications are now all made online. You must choose a school, fill out the form and 
send it back to the Pupil Admissions Service usually January (exact date on the Waltham 
Forest website). They then draw up a list of up to 90 children who are going to get a 
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place in our Reception class the following year and will write to you to let you know if 
your child has got a place. 
 
 
 
Applications for a Part-Time Reception Place 
 
The school recommends that all children, whatever their age, attend Reception full-time 
in order to fully benefit from the full range of educational experiences the school has to 
offer. Teachers take into account children’s different ages and stages of development 
when planning the curriculum. 

The School Admissions Code requires school admission authorities to provide for the 
admission of all children in the September following their fourth birthday. However, a 
child is not required to start school until they have reached compulsory school age the 
term after their fifth birthday.  

In recognition that some parents will feel their child is simply not ready to start school in 
the September following their fourth birthday, there is flexibility in the admissions code. 
Parents can request that: 

1. their child attends part-time until they reach compulsory school age 

2. the date their child starts school is deferred until later in the same academic year  

3. their child is admitted outside of their normal age group 

Once a Reception place has been offered and accepted, a request to attend school on a 
part-time basis until the child reaches compulsory school age can be made by a parent.  
Such requests should be made, in writing, to the school.  
 
Parents are expected to work with schools to agree a pattern of attendance which the 
parent feels meets the child’s needs whilst enabling the school to provide them with a 
meaningful experience. 
 
Provided this can be agreed, a request for a child to start school part time until they 
reach compulsory school age cannot be refused. So:  
 

● a child turning 5 up to 31 December can attend part-time for the Autumn term 

● a child turning 5 up to 31 March can attend part-time for the Autumn and Spring 

term 

● a child turning 5 up to 31 August can attend part-time for the whole year  

Where requests are made, the Head will want to be satisfied that it is in the educational 

interests of the child to miss out on sessions attended by other children. Clearly where 

requests are based on child-care arrangements alone, the Headteacher is entitled to 

explain to parents the benefits of their child attending full-time.  
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How Do I Get a Place in Years 1 – 6? 
 
The admissions criteria for admissions to the main school are determined by the local 
authority and outlined on the Waltham Forest website. Please consult this if you require 
more information about how places are decided upon. 
 
Please consult the Waltham Forest Admissions website for the appropriate Admissions 
Form. Complete the form and send it back to Pupils Admissions Service. They will then 
write to you to either let you know if there is a place at Stoneydown, or to let you know 
that that particular year group is full but can offer you a place at the next nearest school 
(you also have the right of appeal). If successful, you will then be asked to attend an 
appointment with the school, to fill out the school’s own admission forms and have a 
look around the school. A convenient start date is then decided upon.  
 
Right to Appeal 
 
Parents have the right of appeal if their child is turned down for a school place. The 
school will give you the contact details if you want to appeal. 
 
Contact Details 
 
Stoneydown Park Primary School 
Pretoria Avenue 
London E17 6JY 
0208 520 7026 / 0208 521 3839 
 
Pupil Admissions Service  
London Borough of Waltham Forest 
Sycamore House  
Town Hall Complex  
Forest Road  
Walthamstow  
London  
E17 4SU  
0208 496 3000 
 
 


