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Wednesday 2nd May 2023 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
After what seems like an age, Stoneydown’s Ofsted report is finally ready and on the school website. Two 
days of showcasing your children’s school has left us with a report that is a fair reflection of the education 
that your children receive every day.  
 
There are some significant highlights in the report. Firstly, we have retained the school’s ‘Good’ grading. This 
is an achievement in the current climate and reflects my view that everything in this school is good or better. 
Speaking of the things that are better than good, there has been praise for the rigour in the core subjects of 
English, maths and science, creativity and breadth in The Arts and acknowledgement for the positivity in the 
parent, staff and pupil bodies. In terms of what we are here to do, that shows an incredibly positive picture. 
Having 100% of the parents that filled in the survey say that they would recommend the school to other 
parents is something that the staff are rightly proud of.   
 
Safeguarding and behaviour also had strong outcomes. This is extremely pleasing as all staff contribute to 
this. The teachers and teaching assistants in this school work tirelessly to ensure this remains the case every 
day, and I know you will join me in thanking them for their efforts.  
 
Of course, Ofsted would not be Ofsted without setting targets for the school to work on between now and 
the next inspection.  
 
Target 1: Sometimes, the intended curriculum in a small number of subjects is not delivered following 
leaders’ curriculum thinking, and teaching does not identify and address pupils’ misconceptions as frequently 
as in other subjects. This leaves gaps in pupils’ knowledge, and pupils do not know and remember as much as 
they could. Leaders should ensure that in all subjects, the intended curriculum is taught following leaders’ 
curriculum plans. They should also make sure that teachers check what pupils know and address any gaps or 
misunderstanding. 
 
This essentially means that all subjects need to be brought up to the high standards of teaching, learning 
and pupil recall that can be found in the core subjects of English, maths and science and in The Arts. 
Other subjects are taught well and are good, but our job is to bring all subjects up to the high bar of our 
strongest subjects. 
 
Target 2: Sometimes, teaching is not adapted as well as it could be for pupils with SEND. This means that 
these pupils do not achieve as highly as they could. Leaders should ensure that curriculum adaptions for 
these pupils are implemented consistently across the curriculum so that they build their knowledge more 
securely over time. 
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Our job here is not only to continue to show that we have things in place for all pupils that need support in 
their learning, but now to analyse whether it is the best support it could be. All children at Stoneydown 
deserve the very best education and children with SEND are no different. We are committed to ensuring 
that support for all pupils at Stoneydown is the very best it can be.  
 
To close, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all staff, parents and pupils for their contributions to 
the successful outcomes written in our new Ofsted report. The school wouldn’t run like it does without our 
dedicated leadership team, who lead on all of the areas of strength that are seen here. They work tirelessly 
to move the school forward and do a magnificent job, revelling in all the challenges that we face together as 
a team.  
 
I would also like to thank the governing body for their unwavering commitment to the school. Without their 
steady hand and steadfast vision on key areas, such as finance, staff wellbeing and curriculum, the school 
wouldn’t be what it is today.  
 
Right, that’s enough about Ofsted. We won’t see them for about four years now; time to get on with the 
important work of running the school. At this moment in time, Stoneydown has a really good Ofsted report, 
excellent statutory data, happy parents, children and staff and is one of the most over-subscribed primary 
schools in the area. Whichever way you look at it, this seems like a pretty good place to be.   
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Adam Bennett 
Stoneydown Park Primary School 
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